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What is a Friendly Society?

What are the types of Societies?

A Friendly Society is an unlimited number 
of persons who join together to achieve a 
common financial and/or social purpose. It 
cultivates the practice of thrift, self-reliance, 
self-help, and assists in fostering community 
spirit, poverty eradication, and nation 
building.

Generally, a person wishing membership is 
recommended by a member and according 
to the societies rule may be required to 
pay and maintain a membership fee. Every 
society’s benefits differ. As a result, member’s 
weekly or monthly contributions may also 
differ.

A Friendly Society helps in bringing a 
community together. It teaches thrift and 
self-reliance. It assists in uniting all the 
people regardless of colour, creed, race and 
religion. It acts as a vanguard in fighting the 
social ills of the community.

•	 A letter of application to register the 
society.

•	 A letter signed by (7) members and the 
Secretary with their names – (positions, 
signature, address in Antigua and 
Barbuda, contact details/mobile/work/
home telephone).

•	 Resolution appointing (7) Executive 
members indicating the date of 
appointment signed off by the 
Secretary/President.

•	 Resolution appointing the Trustees.  This 
letter should be signed by the Trustees 
and the Secretary/President.

•	 The Trustees shall be appointed at 
a meeting of the society or branch 
and by a resolution of a majority of 
the members present and entitled 
to vote and the date indicating the 

There are several types of Societies which are 
applied in CAP 184 of the Friendly Societies 
Act:

Friendly Societies
The purpose of this society is to provide 
voluntary subscriptions by members with or 
without the aid of donations.

Working Man’s Club
The purposes of social intercourse, mutual 
helpfulness, mental and moral improvement, 
and rational recreation.

Cattle Insurance Society
For the purpose of insurance to any amount 
against loss of meat cattle, sheep, lambs, 
swine, horses, and other animals by death 
from disease or otherwise. 

Benevolent Societies
For any benevolent or charitable purpose.

Specially Authorized Societies
For any purposes which the Minister may 
authorize which are in accordance with the 
The Friendly Societies Act Cap. 114

Some membership benefits of a friendly 
society include but are not limited to:
  
•	 Death benefit
•	 Sick benefit	
•	 Birth benefit
•	 Funeral Expenses
•	 Optical benefit
•	 Travel in search of employment benefit
•	 Dental benefit	

What are the benefits of joining a Friendly 
Society?

How does one become a member of a 
Friendly Society?

What contributions do Friendly Societies 
make to their communities?

What are the conditions for registering a 
Friendly Society?

•	 Distressed circumstances benefit
•	 Maternity benefit	
•	 Endowment of members or nominees 

benefits
•	 Retirement benefit	
•	 Fire insurance benefits
•	 Investment fund	
•	 Animals insurance benefits
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For more information, please visit our website 
at: https://abipco.gov.ag/

appointment.
•	 The Trustee shall not be the Secretary or 

the Treasurer.
•	 A copy of a Photo ID, that is not expired 

or has less than 6 months (preferably 
a passport or a government-issued ID) 
and a certified proof of address, of all 
Executive members and Trustees. (If 
a driver’s license is used as a form of 
identification, proof of address is not 
required).

•	 A list of names of the Secretary, every 
committee member and of every 
Trustee or other officer intended to 
be authorized to sue and be sued on 
behalf of the society.

•	  Every committee member and of every 
Trustee or other officer intended to 
be authorized to sue and be sued on 
behalf of the society.

•	 A copy of the Rules of the Society.  
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