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Whatis a Company?

A company is a legal person, separate from
those who own or manage it. It is also known
as a body corporate that is incorporated or
continued under the Companies Act 1995,
Section 543 (f).

What dolneed to knowwhen starting a
Company?

Each person who intends to go into business
must decide on the legal structure best
suited to his or her needs. In choosing the
best structure, you should consider your
personality, the purpose of the enterprise, its
intended size, management capability and
statutory requirements for the several types
of commercial enterprises there are.

What are the types of Companies that
may beregisteredin Antiguaand
Barbuda?
o For Profit Company:

a.  Private Company

b.  Public Company
o Non-profit Companies
o External Companies

What are the benefits of a Company?

The possible benefits of operating as a

company include:

1. The people who invest in the compan
(the members, normally shareholdersg
will not be personally liable for the
company’'s debts over and beyond
what they have invested or agreed to
invest but, if the business is profitable,
they may be entitled to a dividend.

2. The day-to-day management can be
the responsibility of directors who need
not be the same people to provide the
investment.

3. The company can continue indefinitely
- it can survive the death of the
founders of the business or be sold
to new owners by simply transferring
shares

In return for these benefits, information about

a company’s activities must be provided to

the Registrar. This includes any change in

the directors or registered office, an annual

return and annual accounts or certificate of

solvency.

Whatis required for settingup a

Company?

Any person, who is over eighteen years of

age, is of sound mind and does not have

the status of a bankrupt may apply for

incorporation of a company. All companies

incorporated in Antigua and Barbuda have

the same basic elements:

e A company name

. At least one share, one shareholder and
one director

e  aregistered office.

Anyone setting up a company will need to
choose a name, followed by submitting the
following requirements below:

o The constitutional documents of the
company (Articles of Incorporation and
By-laws)

o A statutory declaration by an Attorney-
at-Law that section 4(3) has been
complied with.

o Notice of directors

o Notice of registered office

The forms can be completed using our
e-filing system or manually by using
the forms found on our website. This will
enable the Registrar to start reviewing your
application as soon as you have entered
the information. You will need to print the
completed forms and obtain signatures
before delivering them to the Registrar and
paying the registration fees.

What do I need to know about choosinga
Company name?

Before setting up a company, you should
reserve its name in the Companies Register.
A free search of existing company names
can be performed on our website.There are
firm guidelines to follow when choosing and
reserving a company name. Once you've
reserved a name and it's been approved by
our office, no other company can incorporate
an identical or almost identical name.
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Who is a Company director?

Directors are responsible for managing the
company’s day-to-day business and may
also be shareholders. They have duties to
the company, its shareholders and others
dealing with the company. Every registered
company must have at least one director.
Who your directors are, and key information
about them, is recorded on the Companies
Register.

Does a Company need aRegistered
Office?

Yes. A company shall at all times have a
registered office in Antigua and Barbuda.

Is legal and investment advice offered?

If you are considering starting a Company
but are not sure what type of Company
structure is right for you, or need advice
about the implications, we suggest that you
consult a lawyer. An Attorney reference list
can be found on our website.

Advice for investors, including anyone
starting a new Company, is also available
from the Antigua and Barbuda Investment
Authority.

For more information, please visit our website
at: https://abipco.gov.ag/
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Who We Are

The Antigua and Barbuda Intellectual Property and Commerce Office was
established under the Intellectual Property Office Act of 2003. ABIPCO is the
national company and intellectual property registry for Antigua and
Barbuda and is a department of the Ministry of Legal Affairs. ABIPCO is
responsible for administering legislation, registering and keeping records in
relation to Intellectual property, Companies, Business Names and Friendly
Societies in Antigua and Barbuda.

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday: 8:00am- 4:30pm
Friday: 8:00am- 3:00pm

ContactUs

Antigua and Barbuda Intellectual Property Commerce Office
Hewlett House

St. John's Street

St. Johns, Antigua

Tel: (268) 462 3146

Tel: (268) 562 5437/5439/5440/8468

Fax: (268) 5625438

E-mail: abipco@ab.gov.ag

Visit the/ABIPCO website at: www.abipco.gov.ag



